
M a n u a l  h a n d l i n g
M a n u a l  h a n d l i n g  a c c o u n t s  f o r  2 7 %  o f  a l l

accidents in quarries. If we are to achieve the

Hard Target of cutting all accidents by 50%,

then we have to address this issue.

Do you lift or move heavy loads?

The following is a guide to carrying out risk

assessments of manual handling operations at

quarries.

Do you handle bagged products?

Use auto-bagging/pal let is ing systems,  l i f t ing

aids such as  vacuum l i f ters ,  conveyors ,  and

forkl i f t s .  I f  th is  i s  not  poss ib le ,  reduce  the

weight of the bags you use.

Do you handle drums?

Replace with bulk delivery systems, use large

wheel trolleys designed to wheel and tip the

d r u m s  w i t h  e a s e .  E n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  g r o u n d

s u r f a c e  i s  l e v e l  s o  t h a t  t h e  t r o l l e y  c a n  b e

moved easily.

How heavy is the material?

Use  con ta ine r s  tha t  r e s t r i c t  the  amount  o f

m a t e r i a l  t o  w e i g h t s  t h a t  c a n  b e  e a s i l y

h a n d l e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  k g .

Wherever  poss ib l e  use  mach ines  for  l i f t ing

and carrying.

Do you have to push or pull loads?

Can they be moved by machine? Use trolleys

with large wheels and well-maintained ground

conditions.

Don’t forget your stores and 

workshops

Do you have well-designed workstations with

lifting aids such as tyre handlers?

Maintenance

Do you have good access?  Has the machine

been designed for ease of maintenance? Can

you use lifting aids such as gantries, cranes or

telehandlers?

Cleaning tasks

Des i gn  ou t  t h e  p rob l em .  F i t  and  ma in t a in

sc rape r s  on  conveyor s ,  ma in ta in  enc lo sure

h o o d s .  U s e  v a c u u m / w a t e r / m e c h a n i c a l

methods to move spil lage. 

R e d u c e  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  i l l  h e a l t hW O R K E R R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S :

If we are to reduce accidents and achieve the Hard Target then

we must work together to improve the conditions at our own

quarries. At your monthly safety meetings why not look at the

issues below, compare the controls set out in the Health and

Safety Document with those in your work place and ensure you

work in a safe and healthy place?

Carrying

U s e  t h e  c o r r e c t  e q u i p m e n t .  H i r e  i t  i n  i f

necessary. Cranes and telehandlers should be

used.  Whee l  loaders  should  only  be  used  i f

they are designed for material handling – the

b u c k e t  i s  r e m o v e d  a n d  p r o p e r  h a n d l i n g

devices fitted.

Awkward loads

These  need spec ia l  r i sk  assessments  to  f ind

out the best way of assessing the weight and

lifting the load. 

F a l l s  f r o m  h e i g h t s

Do you work on a quarry face?

You should not  approach within 5 m of  an

unprotec ted  face .  The  face  edge  protec t ion

should be put up before shotfiring operations

beg in ,  such  a s  su rvey ing ,  mark ing  ou t  the

ho l e s  e t c .  I f  you  canno t  do  th i s ,  t hen  f a l l

protection equipment must be worn until the

face edge protection is erected.

Do you have to gain temporary access at height?

A ladder is only a means of access. If you are to work at height you

m u s t  u s e  a n  a c c e s s  s y s t e m ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  s c a f f o l d i n g ,  M E W P  o r

modified telehandlers. 

S l i p s ,  t r i p s  a n d  f a l l s

What are the ground conditions like?

Use del ineated access  ways and keep them free  of  loose  mater ia ls ,

with level drained surfaces. Clean up oil spillages etc. Salt routes in

winter when ice is forming.

Do you have access to machinery and mobile plant?

A l w a y s  k e e p  t h r e e  p o i n t s  o f  c o n t a c t  w h e n  c l i m b i n g  o n  a n d  o f f

machinery.  Ensure that the bottom step is  wel l  maintained and not

bent or broken. Ensure that handrails are in good condition. Clean

mud and debris  off  boots before cl imbing iron rungs.  Do you have

designated parking areas with access aids?

What condition are the access ways on fixed plant?

Keep them free of spillage and materials, practice good housekeeping.

Are stairs and ladders well maintained and free from damage? Has the

plant been inspected to ensure that there is no significant corrosion?

Is there sufficient lighting?

Is there adequate lighting, particularly in stairwells and dark sides of

buildings? 
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